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One in every 5 young 
people is out of school 
worldwide.2

CHALLENGES OPPORTUNITIES

75% of all mental 
illnesses emerge 
before age 24.11

Every $1 invested in mental 
health treatment yields a 
return of $4 in better 
health and ability 
to work.12 

Globally, less than 6% of elected 
government leaders are under 35 
years old, and less than 2% are 
under 30 years old.4

Youth are three times more 
likely to be unemployed 
than adults.6

In 2019, an estimated 4 million 
young people participated in 
global climate strikes in over 163 
countries around the world.10

Every $1 invested in early childhood care 
and education for underserved youth 
can generate up to $17 in future 
economic gains.3 

In 90% of the world’s 
countries, young people are 
eligible to vote at age 18.5

JOBLESS

70% of the world’s youth are online 
and 65% of children starting primary 
school today will work in technology 
jobs that don’t yet exist.8

Climate change represents a major threat to 
the health and socio-economic stability 
for the 80% of the world's youth who 
live in developing countries.9

EMPOWERING YOUTH 
TO ADDRESS THE WORLD’S GREATEST CHALLENGES 

1   HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/DEVELOPMENT/DESA/YOUTH/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/SITES/21/2019/08/
WYP2019_10-KEY-MESSAGES_GZ_8AUG19.PDF

2   HTTPS://EN.UNESCO.ORG/NEWS/ONE-EVERY-FIVE-CHILDREN-ADOLESCENTS-AND-YOUTH-OUT-
SCHOOL-WORLDWIDE

3   HTTP://SDG.IISD.ORG/NEWS/UNICEF-REPORT-URGES-INVESTMENT-IN-EARLY-CHILDHOOD-
DEVELOPMENT/

4   HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/YOUTHENVOY/POLITICAL-PARTICIPATION/
5   HTTPS://INTERACTIVE.ALJAZEERA.COM/AJE/2019/HOW-THE-WORLD-VOTES-2019/INDEX.HTML

6   HTTPS://SUSTAINABLEDEVELOPMENT.UN.ORG/SDG8
7   HTTPS://WWW.ITU.INT/EN/ITU-D/STATISTICS/DOCUMENTS/FACTS/ICTFACTSFIGURES2017.PDF
8   HTTPS://WWW.UNICEF.ORG/PUBLICATIONS/FILES/SOWC_2017_ENG_WEB.PDF
9   HTTPS://WWW.UN.ORG/YOUTHENVOY/ENVIRONMENT-CLIMATE-CHANGE/
10   HTTPS://WWW.VOX.COM/ENERGY-AND-ENVIRONMENT/2019/9/20/20876143/CLIMATE-STRIKE-

2019-SEPTEMBER-20-CROWD-ESTIMATE
11  HTTPS://WWW.WHO.INT/MENTAL_HEALTH/MATERNAL-CHILD/CHILD_ADOLESCENT/EN/
12   HTTPS://WWW.WORLDBANK.ORG/EN/TOPIC/MENTAL-HEALTH

EMPOWERING YOUTH
TO ADDRESS THE WORLD’S GREATEST CHALLENGES
With 1.2 billion youth between the ages of 15 and 24 (around 16% of the global population)1, today’s 
young people comprise the largest generation in the world’s history. Globally aware, culturally 
competent and socially inclusive, these changemakers have the ideas, passion and motivation to address 
society’s most intractable challenges and create a world we all want to live in. With YMCAs in 119 countries, 
the global Y Movement is uniquely positioned to leverage our collective strength to empower these young 
leaders. With the support of donors like you, YMCA World Service works with YMCAs worldwide to  
create opportunities for more young people to lead positive change in their communities.

Learn more: ymca.net/world-service
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